
 

 

 

1 

 

June 2020 

Thomas & Thomas Partners E-News: Westminster update 

As it stands, we still don’t know whether Central Government will de-regulate planning and licensing in time for 
the 4th of July, or at all.  Neither do we know whether any relaxation will allow bars and restaurants to open or 
whether it just be external seating areas.   

When the Covid ban is lifted, our best guess for external seating (using Westminster as an example) is: 

• Planning permission for external seating will still be required as will a street trading licence; 

• If your Premises Licence does not allow off sales or is subject to conditions, that may be changed 

through a minor variation. 

Government is encouraging Local Authorities not to take unnecessary enforcement, to process applications 
quickly and review the fees for street trading licences.    

As you will have seen in our earlier e news –  June 2020 - Reopening – Westminster have issued a consultation 
(the end date being Midnight this Sunday) inviting comments on the proposed road closures.  The e mail for 
consultation responses is movementstrategy@westminster.gov.uk 

What do the Covid regulations mean? 

Funnily enough, we have been asked this a lot over the last few days, with some folk taking matters into their 
own hands and drinking in the public realm, much to the annoyance of the police in particular.  Understandably, 
public health and safety is a key priority, but the regulations are pretty vague to say the least and the Pubs stay 
closed ! 

The first bone of contention appears to be what is and isn’t an off-sale in a sealed container.  Some licences will 
allow unrestricted off-sales including mainly pubs which have had their licences prior to the enactment of the 
2003 Act.  Others will have conditions saying that off-sales may only be in sealed containers but what is a sealed 
container?  There has been some discussion and conjecture as to whether a plastic glass with a lid on, 
particularly those with straws can be a sealed container.  Answers on a postcard to Bojo at No 10. 

The regulations themselves (the catchily worded) Health Protection Coronavirus, Restrictions, (England) 
Regulations 2020 restrict the sale and consumption of food and drink on premises listed in the regulations 
(restaurants, bars etc) and also in any area adjacent to the premises where there is seating available for 
customers to use.   

One category which does not seem to be caught by this part of the regulations is food retailers (such as 
supermarkets) which can both sell alcohol and food for consumption off the premises and there is seemingly 
nothing in the regulations that prevent any seating areas nearby being used.  Therein lies the problem. 

What next? 

We await final details of the proposed road closures in Westminster and when the Government will de-regulate 
the ban on external seating in particular.  In the meantime, we are advising clients to be prepared to act quickly 
when that date is known. 

If you have any queries in respect of the above or any other matter, please contact one of:  

http://www.tandtp.com/Articles/June%202020%20-%20Reopening.pdf
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E: athomas@tandtp.com 

E: tomaoileoin@tandtp.com  

E: jspiegler@tandtp.com  

E: cfilor@tandtp.com 

Please refer to our website Legal Notices section when reading our E News articles.  
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